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The 43rd Annual Fellowship of Missions Conference once again proved to be a rich blessing to those 

in attendance.  The annual conference was preceded, as it has for several years, by a CEO Retreat 

which proved to be a time of relaxation and interaction by FOM agency heads and their wives. 

 

This year’s CEO Retreat was conducted Saturday dinner through Monday morning in the beautiful 

Amish community of Berlin, OH.  We stayed at the lovely Berlin Grande Hotel and enjoyed the 

relaxing atmosphere as we stepped back in time.   We enjoyed dinners at the Farmstead Restaurant 

and Chalet in the Valley and a delicious Pizza Party at East of Chicago Pizza.  Sunday afternoon we 

traveled to nearby Dover, enjoying Amish scenery along the way, where we visited Warther’s 

Museum, an unbelievable experience in wood-carving by founder Mr. Mooney.   Our guest speaker 

this year was Pastor Patrick Odle, First Baptist Church, Elyria, OH.  He challenged us from God’s 

Word on being “Champions of the Faith” which was an encouragement needed by all.  Dr. Mark 

Jackson, former pastor, college president and director of Gospel Literature Services  (one of our 

FOM agencies) shared with us some of his missionary experiences traveling around the world for 

the cause of Christ.  Dr. & Mrs. Jackson are now retired and live in Berlin, OH.  Our singing was 

capably led by Dr. & Mrs. Dan Anderson, Appalachian Bible College. 

 

Monday afternoon, after visiting some of the Amish shops, we traveled to the Home Office of Baptist 

Mid-Missions some 60 miles away in Cleveland, OH.  Dr. Gary Anderson, BMM President, and his 

staff were such gracious hosts for this year’s Annual FOM Conference.  Our theme this year was “Is 

There Not A Cause?” based on Jeremiah 17:29.  Our Monday evening through Wednesday noon 

sessions involved a roundtable discussion on how can we be more effective servants and leaders in 

facing the challenges of 21st century worldwide missions.    Dr. Steve Whigham, Vice-President for 

Advancement, Northland International University, Dunbar, WI, very effectively served as our 

Facilitator.   Dr. Robert Alderman, Pastor Emeritus, Shenandoah Baptist Church, Roanoke, VA, 

brought our devotional messages which both warmed and challenged our hearts from the lives and 

ministries of Moses and the Apostle Paul.  Our conference time also included our annual business 

session. 

 

Our thanks to this year’s program committee for bringing to us such a forward challenge in 

considering missions world-wide: Paul Seger, Chairman, Biblical Ministries Worldwide; Dan 

Anderson, Appalachian Bible College; and Steve Fulks, Baptist Mid-Missions.  Our FOM officers for 
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the coming year are: Bill Jenkin (CBM), Chairman; Dave Rozelle (BMW), Vice-Chairman; David 

Whipple (BCP), Treasurer; Steve Fulks (BMM), Secretary; Bryan Bell (GDMM) & Gary Anderson 

(BMM), members at large. 

 

The Fellowship of Missions consists of 27 Mission Agencies representing some 2,000 missionaries 

serving on all six continents of the world.  Our purpose is to provide collaborative interaction 

among member mission agency leaders for mutual accountability, personal and ministry 

development and encouragement.  Please visit our website at www.fellowshipofmissions.org for 

further information. 

 

Next year’s Annual FOM CEO Retreat and Conference will be hosted by Biblical Ministries 

Worldwide, Lawrenceville, GA.  Hopefully we will see many more of you there! 

 

Reaching the World for Christ Together, 

 

Maynard H. Belt 

President 

Fellowship of Missions 

mhbelt@sbcglobal.net 

 

                                              FOM Retreat – Berlin, Ohio 

 

 

                Berlin Grande                                           Retreat Speaker Patrick Odle            The Belts & Jacksons 

 

 

 

                         We love to eat!                            We love to hear the Word!            We loved Warther’s Museum! 

                     

 

http://www.fellowshipofmissions.org/
mailto:mhbelt@sbcglobal.net


FOM Annual Conference – Baptist Mid-Missions – Cleveland, OH 

Theme:  Is There Not A Cause?  Jeremiah 17:19 

Goal:  How to do Missions better in the 21
st

 century! 

 

 

       Facilitator Steve Whigham              Devotional Speaker Robert Alderman               Accepting the challenge! 
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Getting to work!  So much to think about!  So much to do!  We can do better! 

 

 

                 Brainstorming!                           Putting our ideas on the wall!                Explaining how it can be done! 



 

 

 

Bathing our work in prayer!  God alone is our Helper!  His will be done as we seek to declare His  

glory among the nations!  Thank you, Lord, for the privilege of being Your instruments! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


